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(54) VACUUM PROCESSING APPARATUS 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To enable a vacuum processing device to 
surety deliver a processing work to a vessel, be improved 
in general-purpose properties, and enhanced in 
throughput. 

CONSTITUTION: A first and a second cassette chamber, 
2A and 2B, are connected to a first transfer chamber 1 , a 
first and a second pre-vacuum chamber, 3A and 3B, 
each equipped with a cooling means and a heating 
means are interposed between the first transfer chamber 
1 and a second transfer chamber 4, and vacuum 
processing chambers 5A to 5C are connected to the first 
transfer chamber 1. The transfer of wafers between a 
cassette 22, the first transfer chamber 1, and the 
pre-vacuum chamber 3A (3B) is carried out in an inert 
gas atmosphere of certain pressure higher than an 
atmospheric pressure. Various wafer transfer routes are 
so provided between the first transfer chamber 1 and the 
second transfer chamber 4 as to be optionally selected, 
and furthermore a vacuum processing apparatus of this 
design is so constituted that a continuous processing or 
the same processing is optionally selected for wafers. 
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